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First they came for the Jew

And I did not speak out-

Because I was not a Jew.

Then they came for the communists

And I did not speak out-

For I was not a communist.

Next they came for the trade unionists

And I did not speak out-

Because I was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for me

And there was no one left

To speak out for me.

By pasteur niemüller 

Niemuller’s Poem 

Look at the poem. 

1)  What do you think the poem is about? 

2)  Who are the ‘‘they” mentioned in the poem? 

3)  Describe the kind of situation you imagine, when they come and take you away. 

4)  What do you think is the central message of the poem? 

5)  What does the poem have to do with our lives at school? 

You may want to use black people, Asian people and LGB people as substitutes for the groups

Please note that these lessons raise issues that need planning and thought on the part of teacher and school 
to develop if they are to be properly useful. Children will express prejudice and fear and these must be 
supportively dealt with. There must also be support for vulnerable pupils and staff. 

This activity could be used in English literature, 
Music, PSHE, Social Science, History


